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requirements for certification and has 
been identified by NTIA as certified to 
redeem coupons. 

Contingent Funds means those funds 
referenced in Section 3005 (c)(3) of the 
Act. 

Coupon means a voucher provided by 
the Agency to Eligible Households 
which only may be used to purchase a 
Coupon-Eligible Converter Box from a 
Certified Retailer. 

Coupon–Eligible Converter Box (CECB) 
means a stand-alone device that does 
not contain features or functions ex-
cept those necessary to enable a con-
sumer to convert any channel broad-
cast in the digital television service 
into a format that the consumer can 
display on a television receiver de-
signed to receive and display signals 
only in the analog television service. 
CECBs may also include remote con-
trol devices. CECBs must have the fea-
tures required by, and meet the tech-
nical performance specifications listed 
in Technical Appendix 1. 

Department means the United States 
Department of Commerce. 

Eligible Household means those House-
holds in the United States and its ter-
ritories that make a valid request for a 
coupon pursuant to Rule 301.3 within 
the time period specified by NTIA, but 
no later than March 31, 2009. 

FCC means the Federal Communica-
tions Commission. 

State includes each of the fifty states, 
the District of Columbia, the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico, the Virgin Is-
lands, Guam, American Samoa, and the 
Northern Mariana Islands. 

Household consists of all persons who 
currently occupy a house, apartment, 
mobile home, group of rooms, or single 
room that is occupied as separate liv-
ing quarters and has a separate U.S. 
Postal address. A household does not 
mean a Post Office Box. 

§ 301.3 Household eligibility and appli-
cation process. 

(a) To apply for and receive a coupon, 
an Eligible Household must: 

(1) provide the name of the person 
submitting the request 

(2) provide a United States Postal 
Service mailing address 

(A) a Post Office Box will not be con-
sidered a valid mailing address unless 
(2)(B) applies 

(B) residents of Indian reservations, 
Alaskan Native Villages and other 
rural areas without home postal deliv-
ery may be requested to supply addi-
tional information to identify the 
physical location of the household, as 
required. 

(3) indicate the number of coupons 
requested, but no more than two cou-
pons. 

(b) As of January 1, 2008, requests for 
coupons may be submitted by mail, 
telephone or the Internet on forms pro-
vided by the Agency. 

(c) Requests for coupons must be sub-
mitted to the Agency no later than 
March 31, 2009. 

(d) Once Contingent Funds are avail-
able for the Coupon Program, only 
over-the-air households will be eligible. 
During the period in which Contingent 
Funds are available, households must 
certify that they do not receive cable, 
satellite, or other pay television serv-
ice. 

(e) If an applicant does not meet the 
above eligibility requirements, the re-
quest will be denied. 

§ 301.4 Coupons. 

(a) The coupon value will be $40 or 
the price of the CECB, whichever is 
less. 

(b) Each Eligible Household will be 
limited to a total of two coupons. 

(c) Two coupons may not be used in 
combination toward the purchase of a 
single CECB. 

(d) Coupons will be sent to Eligible 
Households via the United States Post-
al Service. 

(e) Coupons will expire 90 days after 
the issuance date. Issuance date means 
the date upon which the coupon is 
placed with the United States Postal 
Service. 

(f) Consumers may not return a 
CECB to a retailer for a cash refund for 
the coupon amount or make an ex-
change for another item unless it is an-
other CECB. 

(g) The coupon has no cash value. It 
shall be illegal to sell, duplicate or 
tamper with the coupon. 
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